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ABSTRACT

The given research represents an attempt to study the problems of so-called “sexual minorities”,
through internet sociology. Specifically, the research focuses on the problems of those lesbian
women living in Tbilisi to whom internet is the only way to reveal their sexual orientation.

Along with other minority groups, lesbian women frequently become victims of ingrained
homophobic, xenophobic and sexist attitudes in contemporary Georgian society. The research
reveals their attitude towards their own lifestyles and other lesbians as well. Social environment
often forces individuals to choose appropriate compulsory lifestyle. In this process, social status
plays significant role together with mentality, religious views etc. In such situation, we often
confront with internalized homophobia, when the individual applies to all methods and tools to
distance from own “shameful” sexuality and therefore, to consider oneself as a full member of
society. However, the research shows that lesbian inhabitants of Tbilisi actively apply to other ways
to integrate into society, e.g. coming-out or intermediate position (to come out to concrete
individual in the preferred space).
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